May 5, 1987 


Mr. Roger Cohen Jr. 
4701 Sangamore Road 
Bethesda, MD 20816 


Dear Roger, 

I have had several pieces of correspondence with you in the the 
past, the most recent in 1983 regarding some questions I had on the 
relative rarity of the 1803 C-2 with and without the reverse die 
break. You have been very responsive to my inquiries to which I 
have been very appreciative. I have been actively collecting Half 
Cents for almost eight years and have accumulated over seventy 
varieties. 

In 1983 and 1984 you were the author of a series of articles in 
PENNEYWISE which was entitled "The Top Ten". The articles listed 
the top ten best condition examples of each Half Cent variety 
(where ten examples existed) and the available pedigree information 
for each example. As I recollect however, the series of articles 
was terminated when you got about half way through the 1804’s. 

I am very interested in obtaining an up-to-date condition census 
list (with pedigrees if possible) for the entire Half Cent series. 
If you could provide me with this information I would once again be 
very appreciative. I would be most happy to reimburse you for any 
costs incurred in providing this information so please feel free to 
submit an invoice for prompt payment. 

I have enclosed a foil pressing (which you are more than welcome to 
keep for your records) of my 1809 C-l which I believe to be in the 
lower end of the condition census for this variety. I grade the 
coin a F-15 or so in terms of actual wear but probably nets around 
a VG-08 to 10 as the coin is very slightly bent, almost 
imperceptibly so. It exhibits a natural brown color and in my 
opinion has never been cleaned or otherwise tampered with. I 
cherry picked this one at a small weekend coin show in Hutchinson, 
Kansas in 1982. 

I thank you in advance for any information you may be able to 
provide me on the Half Cent condition census. 


Sincerely, 



Mark E. Hays 
7255 S. Steele Circle 
Littleton, CO 80122 
EAC #1785 
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June 18, 1987 


Mr. Roger Cohen Jr. 
4701 Sangamore Road 
Bethesda, MD 20816 


Dear Roger, 

Thank you for your letter of June 11, 1987 wherein you provided me 
with some general information on the condition census for the Half 
Cent series and supplied an attachment with specific information on 
the condition census for the 1809 C-1 variety. I am writing you 
back with regard to the latter information. 

I noticed that your condition census listing for the 1809 C-l 
variety contained a VF-20 example which you described as being 
unattributed and in the possession of a Kansas collector. I would 
be interested in knowing if you have more specific information 
regarding this Kansas example. I have a strong suspicion the coin 
I described to you in my recent letter (of which you received a 
pressing) and the Kansas example are one and the same coin. 

I lived in Wichita, Kansas from 1979 to 1984. As I mentioned in my 
previous letter I purchased my 1809 C-l at a small weekend coin 
show in Hutchinson, Kansas in 1982. As I recall, I subsequently 
informed several EACer's (J. McGuigan, T. Reynolds, ?, ?) of my 
acquisition and described the grade as a VF-20. I have since 
obtained a little better understanding of EAC grading and have 
reduced the sharpness grade to a F-15. At any rate, it would not 
surprise me to find the VF-20 Kansas coin and my F-15 coin on your 
condition census listing represent the same example. 

Should you have any questions, please advise. 


Sincerely, 

— 

Mark E. Hays 
7255 S. Steele Circle 
Littleton, CO 80122 
EAC #1785 
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July 7, 1987 


Mr. Roger Cohen Jr. 
4701 Sangamore Road 
Bethesda, MD 20816 


Dear Roger, 

I am in receipt of your letter dated June 26, 1987 wherein you 
indicated the 1809 C-l VF-20 Kansas example on your Condition 
Census list was reported to you by a Mr. Coffey. 

Dennis Coffey was my next door neighbor in Wichita at the time I 
acquired my 1809 C-l which I described to you in previous 
correspondence. Dennis recently indicated to me that he had 
mentioned my coin to you but did not recall saying that it belonged 
to him. In any event, the VF-20 Kansas coin and my F-15 coin are 
one and the same as I had suspected. 

Dennis did cherry pick a 1794 C-4b at a Kansas City show during 
about the same time period. I believe he subsequently sold this 
coin to Ricky-Gross. 

Should you have any questions, please advise. 


Sincerely, 



Mark E. Hays 
7255 S. Steele Circle 
Littleton, CO 80122 
EAC #1785 
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